INTRODUCTION TO DANIEL

I. Name and authorship.

A. The name Daniel in the Hebrew means either God is Judge or, more likely, God is my Judge.

B. Daniel’s early background is revealed in the book itself.

1. He was likely of noble birth, descended from a royal family, since normally only prominent persons were taken captive in this manner.  Dan. 1:3

2. He was superior both intellectually and physically. Dan. 1:4

3. He was captured as a teenager in 605 BC and lived until after the third year of Cyrus in 536 BC.  Dan. 10:1

a. How long he lived as well as when and where he died cannot be determined with certainty.

b. Epiphanius says he died in Babylon.

c. Some say he died in Shushan in Persia.

4. Daniel, and his companions, were taken captive at a very young age and were probably not more than about 12 or 13 years old.

C. That he was the author of this work is obvious from several facts:

1. While most of the book is written in the third person, Daniel speaks in the first person in Dan. 8:15,27, 9:2, 10:2,7, 12:5.

a. It was customary for writers in the Old Testament to speak in the third person, even when writing about themselves.

b. The exception to this is Nehemiah; he writes more in the form of a personal diary.

c. God switches from the grammatical first and third person when referring to Himself.  Ex. 20:2,7

2. Jesus expressly declared Daniel to be the author of this book in Matthew 24:15 and Mark 13:14

3. Therefore, Daniel does not mention himself in the first six chapters because they are historical and the emphasis is not on the author but on the events.

4. In the latter half of the book, which is chiefly prophetic, the author is emphasized in a greater way since this is revelation to a particular man.

D. Thus, in spite of numerous objections that have been advanced by scholars, there is no good reason for denying the fact that the man Daniel, who lived six centuries before Christ, was the author of the entire work.

II.
Place in the canon of scripture.

A. The Hebrew scriptures were originally canonized into a two-fold division: the Law and the Prophets.

B. By the second century BC, a three-fold division of the Hebrew scriptures came into vogue: The Law (Torah), the Prophets (Nebhiy’iym), and the Writings (Kethubhiym).

1. The three-fold division contained exactly the same books as the two-fold division

C. Daniel holds a third rank in the Hebrew canon: not among the prophets, but in the Hagiographa (Kethubhim), between Esther and Ezra, books like it relating to the captivity.

D. Daniel did not strictly belong to those who held the office of prophet in the theocracy, (calling the nation to return to God) but was rather a "seer" and worker in Gentile governments.

E. If the book were an interpolated one, it doubtless would have been placed among the prophets. 

F. Its present position is a proof of its genuineness, as it was deliberately put in a position different from that where most would expect to find it. 

G. Placed between Esther, and Ezra and Nehemiah, it separated the historical books of the time after the captivity. 

H. Thus, Daniel was, as Bengel calls him, the politician, chronologist, and historian among the prophets. 

I. The Psalms also, though many are prophetic in nature, are ranked with the Hagiographa, not with the prophets. 

J. Jesus' references to Daniel solidify its place in the Word of God.

1.  He alludes to it with His characteristic designation, "Son of man," Matt. 24:30; Dan. 7:13

2. He expressly calls Daniel a prophet.  Matt. 24:15 

3. There can be little doubt that Jesus, in Matt. 24:21, is referring to the same event described in Dan. 12:1.

4. In the moment that decided His life or death, when the high priest adjured him by the living God, Jesus cites a compilation of Ps. 110:1 and Dan. 7:13.  Matt. 26:64

5. In Lk 1:19-26, Gabriel is mentioned, whose name occurs nowhere else in Scripture, except in Daniel 8:16, 9:21.

K. The book is referred to further in ICor. 6:2; IIThess. 2:3,4, and in Heb. 11:33,34.

L. Thus, the book is expressly attested by the New Testament on the three points that are the stumbling-block of the rationalists—the predictions, the narratives of miracles, and the manifestations of angels. 

M. An objection has been stated to the unity of the book; namely, that Jesus quotes no part of the first half of Daniel. 

N. However, the last part of Matt. 21:44 would be an enigma if it were not a reference to the stone that struck the statue.  Dan. 2:34,35,44,45

O. Therefore, the New Testament sanctions the second, third, sixth, seventh, and eleventh chapters, which should cause critics to recognize that the book must be treated as a unified whole. 

III. Date.

A. Historical arguments for a late date for Daniel.

1. Daniel describes events of the second century before Christ (especially the period 175-164 BC) with such precision that critics have held that it had to have been written after that period, during the time of the Maccabees. 

2. Supposedly, its purpose for being written during that time was for it to be an inspiring political tract meant to encourage God’s people on to victory during the Maccabean wars.

3. Beginning in the third century AD, a man named Porphyrius of Tyre could not believe the prophecies of Daniel were so accurate that he suggested a later date. 

4. Later, in the late 18th century, influenced by the advent of higher criticism, scholars began to revive the old Maccabean date theory for Daniel. 

5. They all agreed that every accurate prediction in Daniel had to be written after the event had taken place.

6. Since the Jewish canon places Daniel among the Kethubhim or Hagiographa, rather than among the other prophets, this has been interpreted to mean that the book must have been written later than all the other canonical prophets, even later than Malachi, the post-exilic prophet.

7. It is alleged that there are historical inaccuracies in Daniel that render it likely that the author lived much later than the events he records.

8. In Daniel 1:1 it is stated that Nebuchadnezzar invaded Palestine in the third year of Jehoiakim, whereas Jeremiah 46:2 says that the invasion by Nebuchadnezzar occurred in the fourth year of Jehoiakim's reign.

9. The appearance of Belshazzar in chapter 5 has been interpreted by critics to be unhistorical since Nabonidus was known to be the last king of the Chaldean Empire.

10. Further, Belshazzar could not have been the son of Nebuchadnezzar as it says in Daniel 5:2.

B.   Refutations of the late-date theory.

1. We will not waste time dealing with complaints by those that cannot accept the fact that the Word of God is inspired and provides much information about events before they transpire.  Isa. 46:9-10

2. It should be noted that some of the works in the Kethubhim (the third division of the Hebrew scriptures) were of great antiquity, such as the book of Job (written by Moses), the psalms of David, and the writings of Solomon.  1010–930 BC

3. Further, Josephus indicates strongly that Daniel was included among the prophets in the second division of the Old Testament canon in the first century AD.

4. The dating problem from point 4 above is easily resolved by recognizing that the Jews and Babylonians used different methods for dating regnal years.

a. The Jews dated the year of accession from the month of Tishri, the seventh month in the Jewish calendar.

b. The Babylonians dated the accession year from the first of Nisan (New Years Day) and both systems place the first invasion in 605 BC.

5. There is fairly conclusive evidence that Belshazzar was elevated to a secondary kingship during the lifetime of his father.

6. Archaeological discoveries indicate that Belshazzar was in charge of the northern frontier of the Babylonian empire while his father Nabonidus maintained his headquarters at Teman in Northern Arabia.

7. Further, a late date is difficult to maintain in light of the fact that Belshazzar promised the interpreter of the inscription on the wall a promotion to the status of third ruler in the kingdom.

8. Why would he promise this unless his father Nabonidus was alive and he was ruling as co-regent?

9. The term his father may be used in the generic sense of ancestor, with some suggesting that Nabonidus had married a daughter of Nebuchadnezzar to legitimize his throne.

C. While there are other literary, linguistic, grammatical, theological and exegetical arguments for dating Daniel in the Maccabean period, they are often speculative and sometimes actually work against a late date.

D. Therefore, we will date the completed work of Daniel sometime after the fall of Babylon and the ascension of the Medes and Persians. 

E. The date must be later than the third year of Cyrus II, who reigned from 559-530 BC in Persia, and became ruler of Babylon in 539 BC.  Dan. 10:1

F. Therefore this book chronicles the time from the first deportation in 605 BC until at least 536 BC, the third year of Cyrus.

IV. Significance of the Babylonian captivity.

A. The exile is the historical basis of Daniel's prophecies, as Daniel implies in the first chapter, which commences with the beginning and ends with the termination of the captivity.  Dan. 1:1,21, 9:1,2

B. Nebuchadnezzar made three incursions into Judah. 

1. The first under Jehoiakim (605 BC), in which Daniel was carried away, subjected the theocracy to the Babylonian world power. 

2. The second (597 BC) was that in which Jehoiachin and Ezekiel were carried away.   IIKings 24:12

3. In the third (586 BC), Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and carried away Zedekiah.  IIKings 25:7

C. Originally, Abraham was chosen out of the nations, as a separated nation, holy to God, and his seed chosen as God's mediator of His revelations to mankind, the priest nation. 

D. Under David and Solomon, the theocracy, as opposed to the heathen power, attained its climax in the Old Testament, not only being independent, but lord of the surrounding nations; so that the period of these two kings was henceforth made the type of the messianic rule. 

E. However, when God's people, instead of relying on Him, sought alliance with the pagan, world powers, those very powers are made the instrument of their Divine discipline.

F. Therefore, Ephraim, the Northern Kingdom of Israel, fell to Assyria in 721 BC.

G. Judah also, drawn into the sphere of the world's movements from the time of Ahaz, who sought Assyrian help (740 BC, Isa. 7:1-25) at last fell to Babylon, and from that time has been more or less dependent on the world monarchies.

H. Thus, from the beginning of the exile, the theocracy, in the strict sense, ceased on earth, the rule of the world powers superseding it. 

I. Nevertheless, God's covenant with Israel remains firm (Rom. 11:28-29); therefore, a period of blessing under Messiah's kingdom is now foretold that will follow their long period of discipline.

J. The exile was the turning point in the history of the theocracy, with the position of Daniel in the Babylonian court being in unison with the altered relations of the theocracy and the world power, which new relation was to be the theme of his prophecy. 

K. Earlier prophets, from the standpoint of Israel, dealt with Israel in its relation to the world powers; Daniel, from Babylon, the center of world power at that time, treats the world powers in their relation to Israel. 

L. His seventy years' residence in Babylon, and his high official position there, gave him an insight into the world's politics, fitting him to be the recipient of political revelations. 

M. His own character, his spiritual experiences, gained through Nebuchadnezzar's humiliation, Belshazzar's downfall, and the rapid decay of the Babylonian empire itself, as well as the miraculous deliverance of himself and his friends (the third through sixth chapters), fitted him for understanding things from the spiritual standpoint.

V. The cycles of discipline and isagogics behind the Babylonian captivity.

A. An understanding of the cycles of discipline, particularly the last two cycles, is critical to understanding the historical situation at the beginning of Daniel.

1. God disciplines His children on an individual basis.  Heb. 12:4-11

2. He also disciplines nations in five general overlapping stages.  Lev. 26
a. The first cycle includes sudden fear, diseases, mental distress, military defeat and rule by tyrannical leaders.  Vs. 14-17

b. The second cycle involves a seven-fold increase in the disciplines of the first cycle and drought.  Vs. 18-20
c. The third cycle involves another multiplication of previous disciplines, plus the addition of domestic attacks by ferocious beasts.  Vs 21-22
d. The fourth cycle involves further multiplication of discipline from the previous three cycles, coupled with the threat of military invasion, diseases, famine, and economic distress.  Vs. 23-26
e. The fifth and final cycle entails the destruction of the nation under conditions of maximum suffering and dispersion of the population among other Gentile nations.  Vs. 27-39
B. At the time of the beginning of Daniel, the Northern Kingdom had already endured the fifth cycle of discipline at the hands of the Assyrians in 721 BC.  II Kings 17:4-6

C. The Southern Kingdom was already under the fourth cycle of discipline and Jehoiakim was clearly the vassal of the Pharaoh of Egypt, having been placed there in 608 BC.  IIKings 23:23
1. After three years, Jehoiakim rebelled and, following the defeat of the Egyptians by Babylon, became the servant of Nebuchadnezzar in 605 BC, the opening event of Daniel.  IIKings 24:1-2; Dan. 1:1

2. There was a second Babylonian invasion in 598-597 BC in which Jehoiakin, Ezekiel and 10,000 Jews were sent to Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar placing Zedekiah as his vassal in Jerusalem.  IIKings 24:10-19
3. Finally, in 586 BC, Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon and they returned with full military force, destroyed the city, sacked the Temple, and took the population of Judah to Babylon for 70 years.
D. Reasons for the fourth and fifth cycles of discipline on Judah.

1. The people lived in constant idolatry, having altars to Baal (the son in the mother/son cult) throughout the land.  Jere. 2:8, 7:8-11, 11:11-17. 19:4-5

2. The worship of Asherah (Astarte, Ishtar, the mother in the mother/son cult) was rampant, worship of the host of heaven (demons) and consorting with occult leaders.  IIKings 21:1-9
3. The worship of Molech (the national god of the heathen Ammonites), which was characterized by child sacrifices.  IIKings 23:10-14  This god was known by several names in scripture, Molech, Milcom, Malcham, and was the god Chemosh of the Moabites.
4. The nation had violated the Sabbatical year for almost 500 years.
a. God established the Sabbatical year for the agricultural economy of Israel.  Ex. 23:10-11

b. Every seventh year all agricultural production was to cease, allowing the people and the land to rest.
c. The Jews were to live off the production of the previous six years and faith-rest the seventh year to God as a memorial to His grace.  This was unique to the Age of Israel and has no Church age counterpart. 
d. Since they had been failing this test for 490 years, God based the length of their discipline under the fifth cycle on this figure and collected all 70 years at once!  586-516 BC  IIChron. 36:21; Jere. 25:9-11, 29:10
VI. Purpose and occasion.

A. Since the book has been shown to have been written during the 6th century BC, it must have been directed primarily for the exiles living in Babylon; documenting the fact that foreign captivity and pursuit of doctrine were not incompatible.

B. The overall aim of the book is to demonstrate the superiority of the Israelite God to the heathen idols of Mesopotamia

C. The miracles that occurred in the courts where Daniel was, as did those of Moses in Egypt, were designed to demonstrate the essential inner superiority of the seemingly fallen kingdom of God to the Gentile kingdoms. 

D. The purpose of the prophecies, recorded primarily in the last half of the book, was to demonstrate that the kingdom of God would eventually displace all the temporal, earthly kingdoms by establishing the eternal kingdom of the Son of Man.  Dan.2:34-35, 7:13-14; Rev. 11:15

E. Therefore, one could readily say that that the purpose of this book is to instruct believers of any period of history to be occupied with the victorious kingdom of God and not be caught up in current history, no matter how impressive the kingdoms of the earth may appear.

F. From a prophetic point of view, Daniel is the book that is essential to the proper understanding of entire structure of prophecy.

1. Although other prophets wrote to the nation directly and provide information about Gentile kingdoms, none interrelates these prophetic themes as Daniel does.

2. Therefore, the study of the book itself is important not only to gain an understanding of the contents, but also to prepare one for the whole realm of prophetic truth that culminates in the book of Revelation.

3. Prophecy, like any other scripture is to be interpreted in the literal, historical fashion, employing the ICE hermeneutic.

G. The contents.

1. Historical and biographical introduction in the first chapter.

2. Daniel, a captive exile, is representative of his nation in its servitude and exile: while his heavenly insight into dreams, far exceeding that of the magi, represents the divine superiority of the Jews over their heathen lords. 

3. The high position, which he attained, typifies the giving of the kingdom to the people of the saints of the Highest One.  Dan. 7:27

4. Thus, Daniel's personal history is the typical foundation of his prophecy.

5. The prophets had to experience in themselves, and in their age, something of what they foretold about future times; just as David felt much of Christ's sufferings in his own person.  Hos. 1:2-9,10,11 2:3; Jonah 1:1-17

6. Hence, biographical notes of Daniel and his friends are inserted among his prophecies. 

7. The second through twelfth chapters contain the substance of the book, and consist of three parts. 

a. The first (chapters 2-6) contains historical information recorded by Daniel during his lifetime.

b. The second (chapters 7-9), records development in relation to Israel, especially in the future preceding Christ's first advent, foretold in the ninth chapter culminating in the restoration of the kingdom.

c. The third (chapters 10-12) are a unit and culminate in the events of the final seven years. 

8. The book was written in two languages. Chapters 2:4-7:28 are written in Aramaic, and the balance of the book in Hebrew.

VII. Outline

A. Introduction.  Chapter 1

B. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the image, a prophecy of the times of the Gentiles.  Chapter 2

C. Nebuchadnezzar’s own image, the three asbestos Jews.  Chapter 3

D. Nebuchadnezzar’s vision, demotion, and salvation.  Chapter 4

E. The handwriting on the wall, the end of Babylon.  Chapter 5

F. Daniel in the lion’s den.  Chapter 6

G. The prophecy for the final generation.  Chapter 7

H. Historical progress from the Persians to Antiochus Epiphanes.  Chapter 8

I. The prophecy of the 70 weeks.  Chapter 9

J. A final prophetic vision from the time of Cyrus to the Second Advent.  Chapter 10-12
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